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The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) and attaches  hereto the draft resolution entitled “The Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and  the Independence and Autonomy of the Organs of the Inter-American  Human Rights System” for presentation to the member states.

The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States the assurances of its highest consideration.

To the General Secretariat

  of the Organization of American States
DRAFT RESOLUTION
THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE 
INDEPENDENCE AND AUTONOMY OF THE ORGANS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM
(Presented by the delegation of Costa Rica)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), through which it welcomed the report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System (IAHRS) and resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13), in which it analyzed the outcome of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the IAHRS; 
REAFFIRMING that universal promotion and protection of human rights, including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, based on the principles of universality, indivisibility, and interdependence, as well as respect for international law, including international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and international refugee law, are essential to the functioning of democratic societies; and stressing the importance of respect for the rule of law, effective and equal access to justice, and participation by all elements of society in public decision-making processes;
/
REAFFIRMING LIKEWISE that respect for human rights is one of the founding principles of the Organization of American States (OAS) set forth in its Charter;
CONSIDERING that the Organization can serve as a forum for contributing to the efforts of member states to develop and strengthen national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights;
/
RECOGNIZING the importance of the inter-American human rights system, whose organs have competence to promote the observance of human rights in all member states of the Organization, in accordance with the commitments undertaken by each state, and which operate in a manner subsidiary to national jurisdictional systems;
/
STATING that respect for and strengthening of the autonomy and independence of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, in the context of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Convention on Human Rights, and the Statute and the Rules of Procedure of said Commission, will lead to improvements in the inter-American human rights system;
/
UNDERSCORING the responsibility, interest, and commitment of the member states to the role of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, civil society, and other actors and users of the IAHRS;
/
UNDERSCORING the importance of universal adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights and of inter-American human rights instruments, as well as of the recognition of the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in protecting and promoting human rights in the region; and
CONVINCED of the pressing need for greater and more appropriate allocation of financial resources by the member states to the organs of the IAHRS,
RESOLVES:
1.
To reaffirm the commitment of the member states to continue strengthening and enhancing the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights based on respect for their independence and autonomy.
2.
To acknowledge the progress made and ongoing extensive efforts of the IACHR to comply fully and promptly with the recommendations of the General Assembly as a result of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the IAHRS and to make the most of its resources in complying with its mandates.
/
3.
To urge the IACHR, in the framework of its Strategic Plan, to continue putting into practice those recommendations that are still pending, in accordance with its capacities and priority tasks.
4.
To underscore the importance of the IACHR having the guarantees needed for it to perform its functions independently and with complete impartiality, irrespective of any political considerations.
5.
To emphasize the need for adequate financing of the IAHRS, including the encouragement of voluntary non-earmarked contributions, so that it can continue its activities and fulfilling its responsibilities in the exercise of its functions within a framework of respect for its autonomy and independence. 
6.
To reaffirm its commitment to attain full financing of the inter-American human rights system through the Regular Fund of the Organization of American States (OAS), without prejudice to the financing of the other mandates of the Organization.
7.
To recognize the exercise of the functional autonomy of the IACHR, whereby the Commission has the authority to decide on, distribute, and organize its work as it deems best and in keeping with the functions and thematic challenges it faces, including the establishment of rapporteurships and working groups.
8.
To invite the OAS member states to collaborate with contributions to the special fund in order to garner the financial resources need to establish the Special Rapporteurship on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights.
9.
To underscore the importance of universality and to urge the OAS member states to ratify or, where applicable, accede to all the inter-American legal instruments on human rights, especially the American Convention on Human Rights, and to accept, where applicable, the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, without prejudice to the obligations derived from the Charter of the Organization of American States. 
10.
To encourage the member states to extend invitations to the IACHR to hold sessions in their countries in keeping with its function of protecting and promoting human rights. 

11.
To invite the IACHR to continue promoting respect for and the defense of human rights by supporting the efforts of the member states, that so request, to duly meet their international commitments with regard to human rights.
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12.
To request the General Secretariat to carry out the necessary actions, with the support of member states, to achieve the implementation of this resolution.
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